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REPORT 

OF 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 

PRESENTED  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 
Held  on.  Thursday  Evening,  January  14,  1869. 


The  Executive  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the 
sixth  article  of  the  By-Laws  requiring  them  to  report 
their  proceedings,  and  to  recommend  such  measures 
as  they  may  deem  advisable,  respectfully  report  that 
the  Club  now  have  on  then-  roll  1,326  resident  and  non- 
resident members. 

On  the  26th  day  of  March  the  Club  held  their  last 
meeting  in  the  old  Club-House  on  Union  square,  and 
the  evening  was  devoted  to  a  review,  by  the  older 
members  of  the  Association,  of  the  historic  memories 
of  the  spot.  The  Club  will  learn  with  pleasure  that 
the  Art  Committee  propose  to  order  a  painting  of  the 
building,  by  an  accomplished  artist,  commemorating 
the  departure  of  the  first  regiment  raised  by  the  Club, 
the  20th  U.  S.  Regiment  of  colored  troops. 

On  Wednesday,  the  1st  day  of  April  last,  the  Club- 
House  on  Madison  Square  was  opened  to  the  mem- 
bers.   The  anticipations  expressed  by  the  Committee 
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in  their  last  annual  report  have  been  more  than 
realized.  The  ample  accommodations  afforded  by  the 
house  have  enabled  the  Committee  to  arrange  the 
restaurant  upon  a  basis  equal,  in  its  apppointments 
and  cuisine,  to  any  establishment  in  the  country,  and  to 
give  increased  facilities  to  every  department  of  the 
Club,  while  the  possession  of  the  hall  with  its  large 
space  for  meetings  and  entertainments,  has  filled  a 
want  long  felt  by  the  members  of  the  Club.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  the  increase  in  the  membership  during 
the  year  has  nearly  reached  the  limit  of  the  capacity 
of  the  Club-House  as  at  present  occupied.  In  view  of 
the  increased  applications  for  membership,  the  extent 
and  the  variety  of  the  accommodations  afforded  to 
the  members,  and  the  large  accumulation  of  property 
by  the  Association,  the  Committee  believe  the  time 
has  arrived  when  it  is  expedient  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  initiation  fee. 

The  finances  of  the  Club  continue  in  a  sound  condi- 
tion. The  reserved  fund  invested  in  Government 
bonds,  amounting  to  $14,000,  remains  the  same  as  at 
our  last  annual  report.  The  large  disbursements 
during  the  present  year,  and  the  application  of  the 
initiation  fees  to  the  sinking  fund  for  the  liquidation  of 
the  furnishing  bonds,  have  prevented  any  increase  of 
the  permanent  fund.  The  receipts  from  the  annual 
dues  have  paid  the  expenses  attending  the  removal  to 
the  present  Ciub-House,  and  the  alterations  of  the 
building,  amounting  to  $12,763.93,  and  the  balance 
has  been  applied  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Club 
for  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  bonds  issued  by  the  Club  for  furnish- 
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ing  the  present  house  amounted  to  $49,000.  Of  these 
bonds  there  remains  now  $19,000  unpaid,  with  a  credit 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  $1,725  applicable  to 
their  liquidation.  It  may  safely  be  predicted  that  the 
whole  bonded  debt  will  be  extinguished  within  one 
year  from  the  opening  of  the  Club-House. 

The  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Club 
to  the  right  of  purchase  contained  in  the  lease,  which 
they  consider  of  much  value.  They  believe  that  the 
necessary  financial  arrangement  should  be  now  made 
which  will  enable  the  Club  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
right  before  the  option  expires,  and  that  it  is  expedient 
after  the  liquidation  of  the  furnishing  bonds  that  all 
the  initiation  fees  should  be  credited  to  the  perma- 
nent fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  Club-House. 

The  income  of  the  present  year  will  probably  allow 
a  reasonable  appropriation  to  the  Art  and  Library 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  the  steady  advance  of  these 
departments,  which  are  recognized  by  the  charter  as 
among  the  objects  of  the  incorporation,  and  which  al- 
ready form  most  attractive  features  of  the  Club. 

The  Committee  consider  it  important,  for  the  suc- 
cessful administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Club,  that  a 
plan  should  be  devised  by  which  the  changes  in  the 
Standing  Committees  should  be  gradual ;  always  pre- 
serving some  members  upon  those  Committees  familiar 
with  the  details  of  their  duty,  and  the  administration 
and  policy  of  the  Club.  This  course  has  hitherto 
been  pursued  in  the  appointment  of  officers.  It  would 
add  much  to  the  stability  of  the  Club  if  the  Standing 
Committees  were  elected  in  classes,  and  ineligible  for 
renomination  for  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  their 


8  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


office,  thus  preventing  an  entire  change,  and  at  the 
same  time  always  adding  fresh  material  to  the  Com- 
mittees. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  re- 
call the  cordial  co-operation  and  hearty  friendship  ex- 
isting with  our  kindred  associations  in  other  cities.  To 
the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  especially,  are  our 
acknowledgments  due  for  the  liberal  hospitality  bestow- 
ed by  them  upon  a  delegation  from  this  Club  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors'  Mass  Convention 
in  October ;  the  more  gratifying  as  it  was  but  a  repeti- 
tion of  similar  kind  offices  performed  in  previous  .years. 

The  guests  of  the  Club  have  been  more  numerous 
than  in  any  former  year.  Besides  our  own  candidates, 
Grant,  Colfax,  and  Griswold,  who  have  been  always 
welcomed  with  enthusiasm,  hundreds  of  gentlemen 
from  the  North,  East,  South,  and  West,  visitors  from 
across  the  sea,  including  our  friend,  Prof.  Goldwin 
Smith,  now  temporarily  residing  in  our  State,  and 
members  of  the  Chinese  Embassy,  have  shared  the 
courtesies  of  the  Club.  Some  who  have  thus  come  to 
us  have  joined  our  roll  as  non-resident  members,  and 
this  class,  which  will  give  a  cosmopolitan  character  to 
its  rooms,  will  add  also  to  the  social  and  political  in- 
fluence of  the  Club  throughout  the  Continent. 

Pleasant  as  is  the  retrospect  of  the  past  year,  yet 
we  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  many  of  our 
associates  :  Benjamin  W.  Bonney,  stricken  down  in  our 
very  midst  almost  ere  the  echo  of  his  voice  had  died 
from  our  Hall ;  Henry  H.  Elliott  and  Dudley  B.  Puller, 
associated  with  us  from  the  origin  of  the  Club  ;  Henry 
A.  Coit,  to  whose  continued  liberality  the  records  of 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE.  9 


our  Library  Committee  bear  deserved  testimony ;  and 
our  lamented  members,  A.  H.  Burr,  William  O.  Bird, 
George  A.  Bock,  Edward  Macomber,  and  J.  P.  Benkard. 

Among  the  important  movements  of  the  Club,  since 
its  last  annual  meeting,  was  its  decided  and  effectual 
remonstrance  to  the  Legislature  against  certain  sec- 
tarian appropriations  in  an  Act  for  charitable  and  pub- 
lic purposes,  originating  in  the  Assembly  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Common  Council  of  this  city.  The  appro- 
priations were  chiefly  to  Roman  Catholic  churches  in 
New  York  and  Brooklyn,  for  the  support  of  schools 
under  their  charge ;  and  the  Club,  in  one  of  a  series  of 
resolutions,  declared : 

"  That  these  appropriations  to  particular  religious  societies  for 
the  education  of  children,  by  teachers  of  their  own  appointment, 
in  private  schools  of  a  theologic  character,  are  not  in  any  proper 
sense  appropriations  for  charitable  and  public  purposes,  but  for 
private  and  sectarian  ends,  and  that  they  are  in  direct  violation  of 
the  principles  and  aims  of  the  common  school  system,  and  in  dis- 
regard of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  for  re- 
ligious freedom  without  discrimination  or  preference,  and  that 
any  tax  imposed  on  the  people  of  this  State  for  these  purposes 
would  be,  in  our  opinion,  oppressive  and  unjust." 

The  Club  further  deprecated  the  introduction  of  the 
religious  question  into  our  schools  and  politics,  as  in 
violation  of  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  institu- 
tions, that  there  should  be  a  complete  separation 
of  Church  and  State  ;  and  as  tending  inevitably  to  dis- 
turb the  peaceful  relations  of  our  citizens  of  all  deno- 
minations, and  to  create  religious  feuds  and  angry 
strife  among  those  whom  the  wise  policy  of  our  fathers 
has  enabled  to  live  in  harmony. 
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The  call  for  a  special  meeting  of  the  Club  to  consider 
this  subject,  signed  by  J.  M.  Cross,  James  Kelly,  and 
forty-eight  others,  declared  in  language  of  profound 
significance,  as  indicating  the  temper  of  our  enlight- 
ened citizens,  whether  Protestants  or  Catholics,  that 

"  The  taxation  of  the  people  of  the  State  for  the  maintenance  of 
particular  communions,  and  the  education  of  children  in  particuhr 
forms  of  religious  belief,  we  deem  unconstitutional,  and  a  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  not  simply  irritating  and  burdensome  in  the  pres- 
ent, but,  if  suffered  to  grow  into  a  custom,  calculated  to  renew  on 
American  soil  the  religious  contests  of  past  ages  in  the  Old  World." 

One  of  the  appropriations,  thus  improperly  proposed 
by  the  Act,  was  an  unsolicited  gift  of  $5,000  to  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New  York. 
That  body  promptly,  by  telegraph,  declined  to  accept 
it  on  the  ground  that  the  Legislature  had  no  right  to 
tax  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  religious  bodies,  and 
the  protest  of  the  Club,  which  was  widely  reprinted 
throughout  the  State,  was  earnestly  responded  to  by 
the  people,  and  the  Assembly  bill  was  amended  by  the 
omission  of  its  most  objectionable  appropriation.  It 
will  be  essential  to  watch  closely  the  budgets  pre- 
sent ed  by  the  City  Comptroller  and  the  Tax  Levies 
introduced  at  Albany,  and  to  resist  and  expose  every 
attempt  that  may  be  made  to  obtain,  directly  or  in- 
directly, from  the  public  treasury,  on  what  pretence  so- 
ever, of  charity  or  religion,  moneys  to  be  devoted  to 
the  education  of  the  young  by  the  religious  sectaries 
of  any  ecclesiastical  organization,  and  every  attempt, 
under  whatsoever  guise,  to  impair  the  integrity  and 
efficiency  of  our  common  school  system,  that  founda- 
tion and  bulwark  of  popular  intelligence  and  national 
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freedom.  It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  this  move- 
ment, based  upon  no  narrow  grounds,  but  upon  broad 
principles  of  universal  application,  received  the  cordial 
support  in  the  Club  of  gentlemen  of  various  denomina- 
tions, and  that  among  the  most  earnest  in  the  efforts 
to  arrest  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  as  wrong  in 
theory  and  dangerous  in  practice,  were  enlightened 
and  prominent  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Another  question  of  wide  interest  upon  which  the 
Club  spoke  frankly,  while  it  has  preserved  its  tradi- 
tional policy  of  speaking  but  seldom,  and  then  only  in 
reference  to  matters  of  public  importance,  was  the 
Impeachment  of  the  President.  When  the  Impeach- 
ment had  been  ordered  by  the  House,  the  Club  unani- 
mously declared  their  belief,  "  that  whatever  might  be 
the  judgment  of  the  high  Court  of  Impeachment,  it 
would  be  calmly  accepted  by  the  nation  as  the  final 
decision  of  an  august  tribunal  to  whose  guardianship 
had  been  committed,  in  a  large  measure,  the  integrity 
of  the  Constitution,  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  the 
sovereignty  of  the  American  people,  and  the  majesty  of 
impartial  justice,"  and  no  subsequent  disappointment 
or  displeasure  at  the  utterance  of  members  of  the 
Senate,  or  its  probable  action  as  a  court,  induced  the 
Club  to  attempt  to  influence  their  judgment. 

In  the  field  of  national  politics,  and  the  cause  of  the 
country,  the  Club  has  pursued  its  traditional  policy 
with  vigor  and  success.  The  past  year,  which  in  the 
election  of  Grant  secured  all  for  which  we  had  fought, 
will  rank  among  the  most  eventful  in  the  history  of  the 
Republic ;  and,  in  view  of  the  inevitable  influence  of 
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American  example  upon  Europe  on  the  one  hand,  and 
Asia  on  the  other,  it  may  rank  in  the  future  annals  of 
human  progress  as  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 
world. 

The  circumstances  that  gave  to  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion its  unusual  importance  were  none  the  less  signifi- 
cant because  they  were  unexpected.  Nearly  four  years 
had  passed  since  the  surrender  at  Appomattox,  and 
the  assassination  of  Lincoln  had  lifted  to  his  seat  one, 
who,  after  making  the  land  resound  with  his  iteration 
of  the  sentiment,  which  he  expressed  to  a  Committee 
of  this  Club,  that  treason  must  be  punished  and  made 
odious,  became  the  champion  of  the  traitors  whom  he 
had  denounced,  contemned  Congress  as  an  uncon- 
stitutional body,  strove  to  delay  and  defeat  their  work 
of  Reconstruction,  and  rallied  the  scattered  forces  of 
Secession,  in  all  sections,  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
patriotic  party  by  whom  the  country  has  been  saved, 
whose  principles  he  had  professed,  and  by  whose  votes 
he  had  been  elected. 

The  Republicans,  thus  betrayed  and  thwarted  by  one 
whom  they  had  chosen  and  trusted,  endeavored  to  ob- 
tain relief  by  the  constitutional  method  of  impeach- 
ment, and  having  failed  in  this  by  a  single  vote,  al- 
though a  majority  of  the  Senate  affirmed  his  guilt, 
they  approached  the  election  embarrassed  by  a  divided 
Government  and  a  hostile  Executive. 

They  met  at  Chicago  on  the  21st  of  May,  declared 
distinctly  their  national  principles,  and  nominated  by 
acclamation  their  great  leader,  who  bad  brought  the 
war  to  a  conclusion,  and  who  had  won,  not  alone  the 
regard  and  affection  of  his  loyal  countrymen,  but  the 
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respect  of  the  brave  rebels  whom  he  had  conquered, 
and  who  had  wondered  alike  at  his  power  and  his  mag- 
nanimity. 

This  Club,  with  its  usual  promptitude,  ratified  una- 
nimously the  platform  and  nominations,  raised  to 
their  flagstaff  the  names  of  Grant  and  Colfax,  and  en- 
tered into  the  campaign  with  a  spirit  akin  to  that 
which  had  inspired  their  action  throughout  the  war. 

In  entering  into  the  Presidential  campaign,  as  the 
last,  concluding  battle  of  the  war  for  the  right  and 
honor  of  the  Republic,  the  Club  was  not  unmindful  of 
that  article  of  the  Association  which  makes  it  "  the 
duty  of  the  Club  to  resist  and  expose  corruption,  and 
promote  reform  in  our  national,  State,  and  municipal 
affairs,  and  to  elevate  the  idea  of  American  citizen- 
ship." On  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  a  select  committee  was  appointed  to  re- 
ceive and  disburse  such  moneys  as  might  be-  intrusted 
to  them,  in  promoting  by  proper  means  the  triumph  of 
republican  principles,  and  in  the  circular  addressed  by 
them  to  the  members,  they  said  : 

"  They  deem  it  proper  to  remark,  in  regard  to  the  disposition 
of  the  moneys,  that,  daily  reminded  as  we  are,  by  the  burdens  and 
corruption  of  our  Municipal  Government,  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people  depend  upon  the  trust- 
worthiness of  their  public  servants,  no  aid  will  be  given  by  the 
Club  Committee  toward  the  election  of  a  single  candidate  of  whose 
integrity  and  fitness  they  are  not  convinced. 

"  They  propose  to  assist  in  the  more  thorough  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  with  a  view  to  bringing  out  a  fair  and  full 
vote,  and  detecting  and  punishing  attempts  at  fraudulent  naturali- 
zation and  fraudulent  voting  ;  and  to  assist  also,  by  publications 
and  addresses,  in  making  loyal  citizens  understand  aright  the 
magnitude  and  significance  of  the  approaching  contest." 
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The  election  of  Grant  upon  the  Republican  platform, 
whose  principles  he  accepted  without  reserve,  is  the  re- 
affirmance  by  the  American  people  of  their  national 
sovereignty  and  the  repudiation  of  that  heretical  State 
sovereignty  which,  even  in  his  day,  Washington  was 
tempted  to  denounce  as  a  "  monster,"  and  which,  in 
ours,  has  proven  its  title  to  the  name.  The  attempt 
to  dissolve  the  Union  was  immediately  followed  by 
the  virtual  abrogation  of  all  State  rights  by  the  mili- 
tary despotism  of  Kichmond,  and  the  country  learned 
that  the  National  Government  had  a  new  claim  to  re- 
gard as  the  efficient  guardian  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  several  States,  and  their  only  bulwark 
against  anarchy  and  tyranny.  History  has  strikingly 
vindicated  the  wisdom  of  Washington  and  his  great 
associates  in  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Con- 
stitution, when,  in  presenting  their  work  to  Congress, 
they  said :  "  In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  subject  we 
kept  steadily  in  our  view  that  which  appeared  to  us 
the  greatest  interest  of  every  true  American — the  con- 
solidation of  our  Union,  in  which  is  involved  our  pros- 
perity, felicity,  safety,  perhaps  our  national  existence." 
The  Presidency  of  General  Grant  will  restore  to  the 
Government  the  harmony  and  efficiency  which  it  has 
lacked  since  the  accession  of  Mr.  Johnson;  and  the  re- 
construction of  the  Southern  States,  at  last  accom- 
plished, assuring  order  and  protection  to  all  classes, 
the  return  of  the  people  to  the  pursuits  of  industry,  and 
their  bountiful  crops  of  corn  and  cotton,  give  promise 
of  the  rapid  advance  of  that  portion  of  the  Republic, 
and  of  its  early  ability  to  bear  its  share  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Government.    Those  expenses,  under  our  new 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE.  15 

President,  will  be  reduced  by  a  wise  and  systematic  eco- 
nomy, and  by  the  prompt  expulsion  of  the  official  thieves 
of  the  whiskey  and  other  rings,  who  have  so  long  plun- 
dered with  impunity  The  threatening  advance  of  leg- 
islative corruption  which  this  Club  has  resolutely  de- 
nounced without  regard  to  party,  and  the  persistent 
efforts  of  an  unscrupulous  party,  bent  upon  national 
repudiation,  as  urged  in  the  last  message  of  Mr.  John- 
son, without  regard  to  American  honor  or  American 
credit,  afford  a  double  motive  for  sternly  resisting  all 
attempts,  however  gigantic,  to  procure  national  or 
state  subsidies  to  private  corporations. 

In  Europe,  and  throughout  the  world,  the  election  of 
Grant,  which  has  been  hailed  everywhere  by  the 
friends  of  America,  will  re-endow  the  Government 
with  whatever  of  dignity  and  prestige  it  may  have 
lost  by  the  course  and  tone  of  any  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  present  Executive,  and  will  save  the  na- 
tion from  a  recurrence  of  the  mortification  to  which 
they  have  recently  been  subjected. 

In  the  election  of  the  3d  November,  amid  the  grati- 
fying popular  majorities  for  the  party  of  national  faith 
and  a  restored  Union,  the  official  returns  of  this  State 
arrayed  New  York,  by  an  apparent  majority,  on  the 
side  of  anarchy  and  repudiation.  The  Club,  on  the 
succeeding  evening,  resolved  that  in  their  deliberate 
judgment  a  large  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  the 
State  voted  for  Grant,  Colfax,  and  Giiswold,  and  that 
the  vote  of  the  majority  had  been  overruled  and  sub- 
verted by  wholesale  fraud. 

A  Special  Committee  was  invited  to  investigate  the 
matter,  and  take  such  measures  as  they  might  deem 
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expedient.  The  gentlemen  intrusted  with  this  duty 
opened  an  office,  employed  counsel,  issued  an  address 
to  the  people,  and  soon  accumulated  a  body  of  evi- 
dence that  placed  beyond  question  the  fact  of  a  gi- 
gantic conspiracy  to  carry  the  State  by  the  fraudulent 
manufacture,  sale,  and  distribution  of  pretended  certi- 
ficates of  naturalization,  followed  by  fraudulent  re- 
gistration on  a  vast  scale,  and  fraudulent  repeating 
by  gangs  employed  for  the  purpose. 

The  refusal  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts,  whose  seal 
was  borne  by  these  certificates,  to  allow  an  inspection 
of  their  records  of  naturalization,  and  the  temporary 
suspension  of  the  power  of  the  United  States  District 
Court  in  the  matter,  by  the  divided  opinion  of  the 
Justices  in  the  case  of  Rosenberg,  who  had  been  in- 
dicted for  naturalization  frauds,  decided  the  Com- 
mittee to  submit  the  matter  to  Congress  as  the  proper 
power  to  investigate  such  a  crime.  A  sub-committee, 
consisting  of  the  President  and  Col.  Cannon,  went  to 
Washington,  and  presented  to  that  body  an  elaborate 
memorial  on  the  subject,  which  by  each  House  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  In  the  Senate  it  was,  upon 
motion  of  Senator  Morgan,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  In  the  House  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  seven,  who  were  ordered  to  inquire 
into  the  matter  therein  alleged,  with  power  to  send  for 
person^  and  papers.  This  Committee,  consisting  of 
the  Hon.  William  Lawrence  of  Ohio,  Chairman,  and 
the  Hon.  Messrs.  Dawes,  Dickie,  Hopkins,  Blair,  Kerr, 
and  Ross,  came  the  next  week  to  New  York,  where 
they  have  since  been  sitting.  The  testimony  already 
taken  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  the  Com- 
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mittee  will  probably  soon  make  a  partial  report  upon 
the  subject  of  the  naturalization  frauds,  with  a  view  to 
action  thereon  by  the  present  Congress. 

A  careful  memorial  to  Congress,  suggesting  various 
changes  in  the  existing  naturalization  code,  has  been 
prepared  by  a  special  committee  of  the  Club,  of  which 
Mr.  George  B.  Butler  is  Chairman,  and  it  has  been 
widely  and  successfully  circulated  for  signatures  by 
another  special  committee,  of  which  Gen.  Rush  C. 
Hawkins  is  Chairman,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  desirable 
that  the  subject  should  be  acted  upon  while  the  whole 
country  is  awake  to  its  importance. 

It  is  already  evident  that  the  significance  of  a  full 
expose  of  the  election  frauds  is  realized  by  those  by 
whom  they  were  planned  and  executed,  and  that  no 
effort  will  be  spared  to  intimidate  the  witnesses,  and, 
as  far  as  they  dare,  to  browbeat  the  Committee.  But 
the  Republican  members  of  that  body,  if  firm  in  allow- 
ing no  contempt,  and  patient  in  their  investigation, 
will  develop  an  extent  of  political  corruption  that  must 
astound  the  country,  and  satisfy  Congress  that  this  is 
in  fact  a  national  contest  between  the  upholders  of 
law,  order,  and  constitutional  government,  and  the 
enemies  of  republican  institutions,  who  in  the  late 
election  swayed  by  fraud  the  vote  of  this  State,  and 
who  had  schemed  by  similar  frauds  in  other  States  to 
have  secured  a  majority  of  electoral  votes,  and  then  to 
have  claimed  the  Government  of  the  nation. 

To  the  tax-payers  and  quiet  citizens  of  New  York 
the  pending  investigation  is  of  profound  interest.  If 
complete  it  will  be  the  basis,  not  simply  of  a  national 
reform  in  politics,  but  of  a  change  in  the  municipal 
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tyranny  that  oppresses  alike  all  classes — robbing  the 
rich,  and  grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor  by  imposing 
wicked  taxes  to  swell  their  rents.  And  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  it  will  disclose  the  ulcer  in  the  body 
politic,  which,  having  corrupted  the  legislative  and 
executive  branches  of  the  City  Government,  has  now 
attacked  the  Judiciary  itself. 

The  Executive  Committee  beg  to  conclude  their 
report  by  recommending  the  passage  by  the  Club  of 
the  resolutions  hereto  appended,  approving  the  econo- 
mical policy  of  the  President-elect,  suggesting  a 
higher  standard  in  the  civil  service,  and  returning  to 
Congress  the  thanks  of  the  Club  for  its  prompt  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  the  Club  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Club,  representing  largely  the  commer- 
cial, manufacturing,  financial,  and  industrial  interests  of  the 
national  metropolis,  hail  with  great  satisfaction  the  sentiment, 
attributed  to  the  President-elect,  that  all  subsidies  to  private  cor- 
porations for  works  of  local  importance,  should  be  suspended 
until  the  revenues  of  the  nation  have  reduced  the  debt  and  ele- 
vated the  credit  of  the  country  to  a  point  commensurate  with  its 
acknowledged  position  as  a  first-class  power. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  as  detrimental  to  the  national 
character  and  the  public  interests,  the  existing  system  of  appoint- 
ments to  office  by  the  National  Government  simply  upon  indivi- 
dual recommendation,  and  with  no  proper  guarantee  of  the  pecu- 
liar fitness  of  the  candidate  for  the  special  duties  of  the  office  he 
is  to  fill.  That  we  warmly  approve  of  the  introduction  of  com- 
petitive examination  into  the  civil  service,  as  relieving  candidates 
from  the  degrading  necessity  of  personal  patronage,  as  opening 
wide  the  doors  to  all  classes  of  American  citizens — furnishing  to 
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the  Government  guarantees  of  the  character,  learning,  and  ability  of 
the  employees,  and  preventing  the  displacement  of  valuable  experts 
for  partisan  purposes. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Club  are  due  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  their  prompt  compliance  with  the  request  of 
this  body,  made  on  behalf  of  thousands  of  citizens  throughout 
the  State,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  of  investiga- 
tion into  the  frauds  committed  in  the  State  of  New  York  at  the 
recent  election.  And  that  this  resolution  be  communicated  by  the 
President  of  the  Club  to  Mr.  Speaker  Colfax,  with  the  respectf  ul 
expression  of  our  hope  that  the  House  will  confer  upon  the  Com- 
mittee any  additional  power  that  may  be  found  necessary  for  the 
thorough  performance  of  their  most  important  work. 
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To  the  Union  League  Club  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  of  the  finances 
of  the  Club  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1868. 

The  whole  number  of  resident  members  who  appear 
on  my  books  for  that  period  is  one  thousand  and 
thirty-one,  and  of  non-resident  members,  two  hundred 
and  thirty-two.  Of  these,  five  hundred  and  sixty-two 
were  resident  members  of  the  previous  year,  and  fifty- 
nine  non-resident  members,  and  there  have  joined  the 
Club  since  the  last  annual  meeting,  four  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  resident  members,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  non-resident  members. 

The  whole  amount  received  by  me  for  admission  fees 
and  annual  dues,  is  eighty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars. 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  from  all  sources  is 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ninety-five  dollars  and  four  cents. 

The  whole  amount  of  expenditures  for  all  purposes 
has  been  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents; 
leaving  a  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,of  five 
hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  five  cents. 

There  remains  in  my  hands  as  property  of  the  Club, 
nine  thousand  dollars  in  ten-forty  coupon  bonds  and 
five  thousand  dollars  in  five-twenty  coupon  bonds  of 
the  United  States. 

Of  the  expenditures,  sixty-two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  dollars  and  five  cents  were  for 
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the  furnishing,  altering,  and  repairing  of  the  present 
house,  and  for  the  expense  of  moving. 

Of  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  authorized  by 
the  Club,  and  for  which  the  initiation  fees  were  set 
apart  as  a  Sinking  Fund,  forty-nine  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars  were  issued  by  the  President  and 
Treasurer,  of  which  six  hundred  dollars  remain  in  my 
hands  unused.  Of  the  balance,  ten  thousand  dollars 
were  subscribed  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  anticipation  of  receipts,  and  thirty-nine  thousand 
dollars  were  issued  to  members  of  the  Club.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  amounted  to  thirty-one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  enab- 
ling the  Trustees  to  cancel  thirty  thousand  dollars  of 
the  bonds,  with  a  balance  at  their  credit  on  my  books 
of  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  leaving 
nineteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  outstanding. 

The  present  financial  condition  of  the  Club  is  as 
follows : 

Its  cash  assets  are  : 

Cash  on  hand   $594  05 

Fourteen  thousand  dollars  in  United  States 

bonds,  valued  at   14,670  00 

Total  cash  assets   $15,264  05 

Its  liabilities  are  : 

Bonds  unredeemed   $19,000  00 

Less  at  credit  of  Trustees  of  Sink- 
ing Fund   1,725  00 


Due  Trustees  of  Sinking  Fund  

Amount  of  House  receipts  for  December, 
which  will  be  offset  by  current  bills  for 
same  period  


17,275  00 
1,725  00 


4,800  00 


Total  liabilities 


$23,800  00 
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Leaving  a  cash  amount  of  eighty-five  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents  to  place  the 
Club  entirely  free  from  debt. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

George  Cabot  Ward, 

Treasurer, 

New  Yoke,  January  14,  1869. 
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AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  "THE  UNION  LEAGUE  CLUB" 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

PASSED  FEBRUARY  16TH,  1865. 

As  Amended  by  Chap.  160,  Laws  op  1867,  Passed  March  26,  1867. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Cornelius  R.  Agnew,  Horatio  Allen,  James  W. 
Beekman,  Henry  W.  Bellows,  Francis  B.  Cutting,  John  A.  Dix, 
Wolcot  Giobs,  John  C.  Green,  George  Griswold,  David  Hoad- 
ley,  Murray  Hoffman,  William  J.  Hoppin,  Charles  King,  Charles 
H.  Marshall,  "Willard  Parker,  George  T.  Strong,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Otis  D.  Swan,  Moses  Taylor,  and  such  other  persons  as 
now  are  members  of  an  association  in  the  city  of  New  York 
called  "The  Union  League  Club,"  and  such  persons  as  here- 
after shall  become  members  of  the  corporation  hereby  created, 
are  constituted  a  body  corporate  by  the  name  of  "  The  Union 
League  Club,"  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  pro- 
mote, encourage,  and  sustain,  by  all  proper  means,  absolute  and 
unqualified  loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to 
discountenance  and  rebuke,  by  moral  and  social  influences,  all 
disloyalty  to  said  Government,  and  every  attempt  against  the 
integrity  of  thv  nation ;  and  in  furtherance  of  these  objects,  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  Library  and  a  Gallery  of  Art  and 
Military  Trophies,  especially  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and 
illustration  of  the  patriotic  services  and  sacrifices  by  which  the 
existing  struggle  against  rebellion  has  been  characterized. 
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Sec.  2.  Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  make  and  adopt 
a  constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  for  the  admission, 
suspension,  and  expulsion  of  its  members,  and  their  government, 
the  collection  of  fees  and  dues,  the  number  and  election  of  its 
officers,  and  to  define  their  duties,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
its  property,  and,  from  time  to  time,  to  alter,  modify,  or 
change,  such  constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations.  Until 
an  election  shall  be  held  pursuant  to  such  constitution,  by-laws, 
rules  and  regulations,  the  officers,  for  the  time  being,  of  the 
association  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be 
the  officers  of  the  corporation  hereby  created. 

Sec.  3.  Said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold,  or  lease 
any  real  or  personal  estate  necessary  and  proper  for  the  pur- 
poses of  its  incorporation,  provided  they  shall  not  hold  any 
real  estate,  the  value  of  which  shall  exceed  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;  and  the  said  corporation  may  issue  bonds, 
and  may  execute  mortgages  upon  their  real  estate  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  the  value  of  such  real  estate,  and  the  improve- 
ments thereon. 

Sec.  4.  Said  corporation  shall  possess  the  general  powers 
and  be  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  liabilities  prescribed  in 
the  third  title  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


UNION  LEAGUE  CLUB, 


OF  NEW  YORK. 


ARTICLES  OF  ASSOCIATION. 

1.  The  condition  of  membership  shall  be  absolute  and  un- 
qualified loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
unwavering  support  of  its  efforts  for  the  suppression  of  the  Re- 
bellion. 

2.  The  primary  object  of  the  Association  shall  be  to  disconn 
tenance  and  rebuke,  by  moral  and  social  influences,  all  disloy- 
alty to  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  that  end  the  members 
will  use  every  proper  means  in  public  and  private. 

3.  \Ve  pledge  ourselves,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  collec- 
tively and  individually,  to  resist  to  the  uttermost  every  attempt 
agair^t  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  nation. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE  OF  ASSOCIATION,  ADOPTED  JANUARY  11, 

1866. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Club  to  resist  and  expose  cor- 
ruption, and  promote  reform,  in  our  National,  Siate,  and  Muni- 
cipal affairs;  and  tc  elevate  the  idea  of  American  citizenship- 
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OF  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  DUTIES. 

1.  The  Officers  of  the  Union  League  Club  shall  be  a 
P/esident,  twelve  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treas- 
urer, three  Auditors,  and  the  members  of  the  following- 
Standing  Committees  :  Executive  Committee,  Committee 
on  Admissions.  Committee  on  Publications,  Committee  on 
Arts  and.  Relics,  Committee  on  Library  ;  all  of  whom  shall 
be  elected  by  the  members  of  the  Club,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ings, and  shall  serve  until  their  successors  shall  have  been 
elected  respectively. 

2.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President 
senior  in  order  of  election,  and  present,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Club.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  and 
all  the  Vice-Presidents,  a  presiding  officer  shall  be  chosen 
without  ballot  from  the  members  of  the  Club.  The  Pres- 
ident shall  be,  ex  officio,  a  member  of  the  Executive  and 
other  standing  Committees. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Club,  and  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Admissions  (of  which  Committees  he  shall  be,  ex 
officio,  a  member),  and  of  all  matters  of  which  a  record 
shall  be  deemed  adv:sable  by  the  Club,  or  by  said  Commit- 
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tees.  The  records  of  the  Secretary,  except  those  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  Admissions,  shall,  at  all 
reasonable  times,  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  member 
of  the  Club.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  notify 
members  of  their  election,  to  keep  a  roll  of  the  members 
of  the  Club,  to  issue  notices  for  all  meetings  of  the  Club 
(with  a  brief  mention  of  the  business  to  be  transacted 
when  a  special  meeting  is  called),  and  to  conduct  the  cor- 
respondence. He  shall  also  be  the  keeper  of  the  seal  of 
the  Club. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect,  and,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  disburse  the  funds.  He  shall 
keep  the  accounts  of  the  Club  in  books  belonging  to  it, 
which  shall  be  at  all  times  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Executive  Committee  ;  he  shall  report  in  writing  at  each 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  balance 
of  money  on  hand,  and  the  outstanding  obligations  of  the 
Club  as  far  as  practicable,  and  he  shall  make  a  full  report, 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Club,  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  past  year,  with  such  suggestions  as  to 
the  financial  management  of  the  Club,  as  he  may  deem 
proper.  He  shall  be,  ex  officio,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  Committee  on  Admissions. 

5.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  respectively  have 
power,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to 
employ,  at  the  expense  of  the  Club,  such  clerical  aid  as 
may  be  necessary  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

6.  The  general  affairs  of  the  Club  shall  be  managed  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  fifteen  members.  The 
Executive  Committee  shall,  subject  in  all  respects  (except 
as  to  expenditures)  to  such  instructions  and  limitations  aa 
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may  be  from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  Club,  exer- 
cise a  general  superintendence  over  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  Club  ;  shall  control  and  manage  its  property,  and 
enforce  the  preservation  of  order  and  obedience  to  its  rules. 
All  appropriations  of  the  funds  of  the  Club,  or  of  the  use 
of  the  hall  or  club-rooms  for  other  than  Club  purposes, 
shall  be  made  by  the  Executive  Committee.  It  shall  make 
all  necessary  purchases  and  contracts,  but  shall  have  no 
power  to  make  the  Club  liable  for  any  debt  or  debts  to  an 
amount  exceeding  one-half  that  which,  at  the  time  of  con- 
tracting the  same,  shall  be  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  in 
cash,  and  not  subject  to  prior  liabilities.  It  shall  also 
have  power  to  solicit  subscriptions  of  money  from  loyal 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  objects 
of  the  Club.  At  every  annual  meeting  it  shall  report  its 
proceedings,  and  may,  at  any  time,  recommend  such  meas- 
ures as  it  may  deem  advisable.  The  Executive  Committee 
shall  appoint  a  House  Committee  of  three  members,  and 
may  from  time  to  time  declare  their  duties.  Whenever  a 
Special  Committee  shall  be  appointed,  a  majority  thereof 
shall  be  those  not  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

7.  The  Executive  Committee,  of  which  eight  shall  be  a 
quorum,  except  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August, 
September,  and  October,  when  five  members  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum,  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every  month  for 
the  transaction  of  business.  Vacancies  may  be  filled  by 
the  Committee  for  the  residue  of  the  term. 

8.  The  Committee  on  Admissions  shall  consist  of  se^en 
members.  Vacancies  may  be  filled  by  the  Committee  for 
the  residue  of  the  term.  The  names  and  residences  of  all 
persons  proposed  for  admission,  with  the  name  and  signa* 
ture  of  the  member  proposing  them,  and  of  the  member 
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seconding  them,  and  date  of  posting-,  shall  be  first  posted, 
m  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  Club-House,  at  least  fifteen 
days.    They  shall  then  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Admissions,  the  proceedings  of  which  Committee  thereon 
shall  be  secret  and  confidential,  and  no  member  of  such 
Committee  shall  be  questioned  as  to  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  make 
careful  examination,  and  to  consider  all  communications  in 
reference  to  each  individual  proposed  ;  they  shall  pass 
upon  each  name  separately.    The  Committee  shall  fix  its 
own  place  and  time  of  meeting.    At  every  monthlv  meet- 
ing the  Committee  shall  report  the  names  of  such  persons 
proposed  as  they  recommend  for  admission  ;  the  names  of 
persons  proposed  as  resident  members  in  one  list,  and  the 
names  of  those  proposed  as  non-resident  members  in  a 
separate  list,  and  the  Club  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  vote, 
by  ballot,  upon  the  names  so  recommended.  Negative 
votes  to  the  number  of  one-tenth  of  those  cast  shall  exclude 
any  person.    Members  shall  be  elected  only  at  the  regular 
monthly  meetings,  but  any  person  elected  as  a  non-resident 
member,  may  at  any  time  be  classed  as  a  resident  mem- 
ber, by  signifying  his  intention  to  that  effect  to  the  Treas- 
urer, and  paying  the  balance  of  the  admission  fee  ;  and 
shall  thenceforth  pay  the  full  annual  dues. 

9.  No  person  shall  be  proposed  or  admitted  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Club  who  is  not  at  the  time  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  having  the  right  to  vote,  and  who  docs  not 
answer  to  the  following  requirement  of  the  original  Ar- 
ticles of  Association  of  the  Club  : 

"The  condition  of  membership  shall  be  absolute  and 
unqualified  loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States." 
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And  every  person  elected  a  member  shall  pledge  himself 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  carry  out  the  primary  objects  of 
the  Club,  which  are  to  discountenance  and  rebuke,  by 
moral  and  social  influences,  and  by  all  proper  means,  both 
in  public  and  private,  all  disloyalty  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  resist  to  the  uttermost  every  attempt 
against  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  nation. 

10.  No  candidate  who  shall  have  failed  to  be  elected  by 
the  Club  shall  be  again  proposed  for  one  year. 

If  any  person  elected  shall  not,  within  three  months  after 
notice  of  his  election,  left  at,  or  sent  to  his  address,  as 
specified  by  the  member  proposing  him,  signify  his  accept- 
ance, sign  the  roll  annexed  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation, 
and  pay  his  admission  fee  and  annual  dues,  he  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  declined  to  become  a  member. 

11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Publications 
to  publish  such  papers  as  shall  tend  to  awaken,  extend, 
and  perpetuate  the  vital  faith  of  the  fathers  of  the  Repub- 
lic, namely,  that  National  Union  is  necessary  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  for  the  preservation  of  liberty,  maintenance  of 
law,  security  against  civil  discord,  protection  from  foreign 
aggression,  continuance  of  social  and  commercial  prosper- 
ity, and  transmission  of  national  glory;  and  to  impress  on 
the  intelligent  and  educated  classes  the  duty  of  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Such  Commit- 
tee shall  consist  of  seven  members,  and  have  power  to  fill 
vacancies.  There  shall  be  a  special  publication  fund  dis- 
tinct from  the  general  fund  of  the  Club,  which  shall  be  dis- 
bursed by  the  Treasurer  only  on  the  order  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 
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12.  The  Library  Committee  shall  consist  of  scvenm-e  m 
bers,  and  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  Library  and 
Reading  Room,  with  authority  to  expend  such  sums  of 
money  upon  the  same  as  may  be  voted  therefor  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  or  procured  by  voluntary  subscription. 
It  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  for  the  residue  of  the 
term. 

13.  The  Committee  on  Arts  and  Relics  shall  consist  of 
seven  members,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  expend  such  sums  as 
shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Executive  Committee,  or  ob- 
tained by  voluntary  subscription,  for  procuring  works  of 
art  and  relics,  and  to  make  all  proper  efforts  to  enlarge  and 
display  the  collection. 

14.  The  duty  of  the  Auditors  shall  be  to  audit  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  to  present  their  report 
thereof  at  each  annual  meeting.  They  shall  have  power 
to  fill  vacancies  in  their  number,  and  two  of  them  shall  be 
a  quorum. 

15  Any  officer  may  be  removed  for  cause,  at  any  meet- 
ing of  the  Club,  upon  two  weeks'  notice,  and  any  vacancy 
in  any  office  may  be  filled  for  the  residue  of  the  term  by  the 
Club,  at  any  meeting  thereof,  except  as  herein  otherwise 
provided. 

Neglect  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  a  Standing  or 
Special  Committee  to  attend  three  consecutive  meetings  of 
such  Committee,  shall  be  deemed  a  tender  of  his  resigna- 
tion of  his  office,  which  the  Committee  may  accept,  unless 
an  explanation  of  such  neglect,  satisfactory  to  the  Com- 
mittee, shall  be  given. 
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OF  MEETINGS. 

16.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Club  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Thursday  in  January,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  and  the  transaction  of  such  other  business 
as  may  come  before  it.  At  such  election  the  polls  shall  re? 
main  open  two  hours. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  in  each  year,  a 
Committee  of  seven  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Club  at  l:.rge, 
who  shall  report,  at  the  annual  meeting,  a  list  of  candi- 
dates for  the  various  offices. 

The  rules  and  orders  of  Cushing's  Manual  shall  govern 
the  meetings  of  the  Club,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  and 
not  inconsistent  with  these  By-Laws. 

Seventy-five  members  shall  be  a  quorum  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Club. 

17.  There  shall  be  a  monthly  meeting,  for  the  election 
of  members,  and  the  transaction  of  business,  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  every  month,  at  8  p.  m. 

18.  Special  meetings  of  the  Club  may  be  called  at  any 
time  by  order  of  the  President,  with  the  approval  of  three 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  shall  be  called 
by  the  Secretary  whenever  the  President  or  any  Vice-Pres- 
klent  shall  be  thereunto  requested  in  writing  by  twenty- 
five  members,  setting  forth  the  purpose  of  such  meeting. 
At  any  such  special  meeting  no  business  other  than  that 
specified  in  the  call,  shall  be  considered,  except  by  unani- 
mous consent.  Such  special  meetings  shall  be  called  by 
notice  in  one  or  more  newspapers. 

19.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Club,  the  order  of  business, 
so  far  as  the  character  and  nature  of  the  meeting  may  ad- 
mit, shall  be  as  follows  : 
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1 .  Reading  the  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

2.  Election  of  new  members. 

3.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

4.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

5.  General  business. 

But  this  order  of  business  may  be  changed  by  a  majority 
of  the  meeting. 

All  Special  Committees  for  any  purpose  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  presiding  officer,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

All  resolutions  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Club 
on  any  public  matter,  if  objected  to  by  twenty  members, 
shall  be  referred  to  a  standing  or  special  Committee,  who 
shall  report  thereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Club. 

20.  No  resident  stranger  shall  be  present  at  any  meet- 
ing of  theClub,  except  he  shall  be  specially  invited  by  the 
President  or  the  Eouse  Committee. 

21.  All  elections,  except  as  otherwise  provided,  shall  be 
by  ballot,  and  a  majority  of  votes  cast  shall  be  sufficient, 
except  for  the  election  of  new  members. 

22.  Proxies  shall  not  be  permitted. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

23.  No  member  shall  receive  any  salary,  emolument,  or 
profit  from  the  funds  of  the  Club,  unless  the  same  be  es- 
pecially appropriated  by  the  Club  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

24.  No  member  shall  give  any  money  or  gratuity  to  a 
servant  of  the  Club. 
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25.  All  resignations  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the 
Executive  Committee  ;  but  if  made  after  the  second  Thurs- 
day of  January,  such  resignation  shall  not  discharge  the 
member  presenting  it  from  his  dues  for  the  current  year. 
All  interest  in  the  property  of  the  Club,  of  members  re- 
signing, or  otherwise  ceasing  to  be  members,  shall  be 
vested  in  the  Club. 

2G.  If  the  conduct  of  a  member  shall  appear  to  the 
Executive  Committee  to  be  disorderly,  in  violation  of  the 
rules,  prejudicial  to  the  interests  or  character  of  the 
Club,  or  contrary  to  its  Charter  or  By-Laws  ;  or  if,  by  his 
acts  or  conversation,  he  shall  seem  to  the  Committee  to 
manifest  a  spirit  of  disloyalty  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  the  Committee  shall  inform  him  thereof  in 
writing,  and,  if  the  nature  of  the  offence  in  its  opinion  re- 
quire it,  request  him  to  resign. 

2T.  Should  such  information  or  request  be  disregarded, 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  refer  the  matter  to  the  next 
stated  meeting  of  the  Club,  or  to  a  special  meeting  thereof ; 
of  which  reference  not  less  than  two  weeks'  written  notice 
shall  be  given  to  the  offending  member. 

28.  At  such  meeting  the  nature  of  the  offence  shall  be 
considered,  and  the  member  complained  of  may  be  censured 
or  expelled  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 
A  motion  involving  censure  or  expulsion  shall  be  decided 
by  ballot. 

29.  The  number  of  resident  members  is  limited  to  one 
thousand. 

The  admission  fee  of  members  shall  be  fifty  dollars. 
The  annual  dues  of  members  hereafter  accruing  shall  be 
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fifty  dollars,  payable,  in  advance,  on  the  second  Thursday 
of  January,  at  which  time  the  fiscal  year  shall  commence. 
If  not  paid  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  the  name  of  the 
defaulter  shall  be  posted  by  the  Treasurer  in  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  Club-House  ;  and,  should  he  neglect  payment, 
without  good  cause,  until  the  first  day  of  April,  he  shall, 
ipso  facto,  cease  to  be  a  member.  Provided,  that  upon  his 
written  application,  aDd  the  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  date 
thereof,  the  Executive  Committee  may,  upon  such  terms  as 
it  may  deem  proper,  remit  the  penalty  of  this  By-law  ;  of 
all  which  the  Secretary  shall  make  a  minute.  And  pro- 
vided further,  that  the  penalty  of  this  By-Law  shall  not 
apply  to  the  case  of  a  resident  member  who  may  be  ill  or 
absent  from  the  city  of  New  York. 

Any  person,  having"  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Club, 
since  January  1,  1865,  by  resignation  or  non-payment  of 
dues,  whose  name  has  been  posted  as  a  candidate  fifteen 
days,  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Admissions,  and 
passed  by  the  Club,  may  be  readmitted  without  payment 
of  the  admission  fee. 

30.  Any  member  who  has  paid  an  admission  fee  and  the 
annual  dues  for  one  year,  and  who  may  be  absent  from  the 
city  of  New  York  for  a  continuous  period  of  a  year,  shall 
be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the  annual  dues  for  the 
period  of  his  absence,  if  he  shall  give  previous  written 
notice  to  the  Treasurer  of  his  intention  so  to  be  absent. 

31.  Persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
non-residents  of  the  city  of  New  York,  also  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  clergymen  of  the  United  States  where 
ever  residing,  otherwise  being  eligible,  may,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Committee  on  Admissions,  be  admitted  to 
membership  in  the  Club,  upon  payment  of  half  the  rates  of 
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admission  fees  and  annual  dues.  Provided,  that  when 
elected,  it  shall  be  announced  to  which  class  such  appli- 
cant belongs,  and  provided,  that  when  any  person  so  elected 
ceases  to  belong;  to  said  class,  by  becoming  a  resident  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  he  shall  thereafter  be  liable  to  pay 
full  annual  dues,  and  the  balance  of  the  admission  fee;  Pro- 
vided, also,  that  such  members  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
vote  while  belonging  to  such  non-resident  class.  Members 
who  are  officers  of  the  army  or  navy,  may,  on  giving  notice 
to  the  Treasurer,  be  discharged  from  liability  for  dues  while 
absent  from  the  city  for  one  or  more  years  on  official  ser- 
vice. 

32.  Persons  who  shall  be  elected  members  of  the  Club 
after  six  months  of  any  fiscal  year  shall  have  expired,  shall 
pay  only  half  the  amount  of  dues  for  that  fiscal  year  other- 
wise required. 

33.  The  Club  may,  at  any  regular  meeting,  elect  honorary 
members,  who  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. Such  honorary  members  shall  have  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Club  except  voting  at  meetings  and  being 
eligible  for  office. 

OF  STRANGERS. 

34.  A  member  may  personally  introduce  non  residents 
to  the  rooms  of  the  Club  for  one  day,  their  names,  and  that 
of  the  member  introducing  them,  and  the  date  of  such  in- 
troduction, having  been  first  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Executive  Committee  may  make  regulations  as  to 
the  extension  of  the  privileges  of  the  Club  to  non-resident 
strangers. 
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No  resident  of  the  City  of  New  York,  not  a  member  of 
the  Club,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Club-House,  except 
to  the  reception-room  and  private  dining-rooms,  without 
the  consent  of  the  House  Committee  first  obtained. 

35.  The  Executive  Committee  may  give  a  written  invi- 
tation to  any  stranger,  which  shall  entitle  him  to  visit  the 
Club-House  for  one  month,  or  such  longer  period  as  the 
Committee  may  deem  proper. 

36.  Residents  of  the  City  of  New  York,  not  being  mem- 
bers,  shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  rooms  of  the  Club  more 
than  once. 

37.  No  person,  except  a  non-resident  foreigner,  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Club-House,  who  does  not  give  his  un- 
wavering support  to  the  Government ;  and  if  any  person 
disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  know- 
ingly introduced  to  the  Club-House  by  a  member  of  the 
Club,  such  member  shall  be  expelled  for  the  offence. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

38.  No  person  shall  take  from  the  Club-House  a  news- 
paper, pamphlet,  book,  or  other  article  the  property  of  the 
Club,  nor  mutilate,  deface,  or  destroy  the  same. 

39.  Books,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers,  shall  not  be  re- 
moved from  the  reading  and  drawing-rooms. 

40.  Any  motion  or  resolution  offered  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Club  shall,  at  the  request  of  any  member,  be 
reduced  to  writing  before  it  is  acted  upon. 
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41.  The  Club  shall  have  a  seal,  badge,  and  standard, 
which  ^hall  be  devised  by  the  Executive  Committee  and 
approved  by  the  Club. 

42.  A  By-Law  of  the  Club  may  be  amended,  or  a  new 
By-Law  made,  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Club,  the 
proposer  having  posted  upon  the  notice-board  che  words  of 
the  proposed  alteration  or  addition,  for,  at  least,  thirty 
days  immediately  preceding  said  meeting,  when,  if  two- 
thirds  of  those  present  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment,  the  same  shall  be  adopted. 

43.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  make 
such  other  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Charter 
or  these  By-Laws,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  property  of  the  Club,  the  management  of 
the  Club-House,  and  the  preservation  of  good  order. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  BY-LAWS, 

Passed.  June  9,  1868. 


19. — In  place  of  the  last  paragraph,  read  : 
"  Whenever  any  resolution  or  action  shall  be  proposed 
or  pending  in  the  Club  which  calls  for  the  expression  of 
its  opinion  touching  any  public  matter,  if  the  same  be 
objected  to  by  any  member,  and  such  objection  be  sec- 
onded, it  shall  at  once  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding 
officer  to  state  the  objection,  and  to  call  upon  those 
who  sustain  the  same  to  rise,  and  if  twenty-five  members 
shall  rise  in  support  of  such  objection,  then  such  resolu- 
tion and  subject  of  the  proposed  action,  shall  be  referred 
to  a  standing  or  special  committee,  who  shall  report 
thereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Club.  And  upon  the 
coming  in  of  such  report,  the  same,  and  the  resolutions, 
and  the  subject  referred  to,  shall  be  deemed  before  the 
Club  for  discussion  and  action  thereon,  without  further 
right  of  such  objection." 

"  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than 
once  on  the  same  subject,  nor  more  than  ten  minutes  at 
one  time,  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Club." 

29.  For  the  first  part,  read  : 

"  The  number  of  resident  members  is  limited  to  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty." 

"  The  admission  fee  of  members,  elected  after  September 
1,  1866,  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars.  The  annual  dues  of 
members  after  January  1,  1869,  shall  be  sixty  dollars,"  etc. 


ADDITIONAL  AMENDMENTS, 


Passed  August  13,  18G8. 

42.— Add  : 

"  Any  by-law  may  be  suspended  for  the  evening  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present  at  any  meeting-  of  the 
club." 

10. — To  the  first  paragraph  add  : 

"  Except  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive 
Committee." 


HOUSE  RULES. 


1.  The  Club  House  will  be  open  for  members  every  day 
by  1  a.  m.  from  1st  May  to  1st  November,  and  by  8  a.  m. 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  After  1  o'clock  a.  m., 
admittance  cannot  be  claimed. 

The  Kitchen,  Wine  Room,  Billiard  Room,  and  Bowling 
Alley  will  be  closed  at  midnight. 

OF  VISITORS 

2.  No  resident  of  the  city,  not  a  member  of  the  Club, 
will  be  admitted,  excepting  to  the  Reception  Room  and 
Private  Dining  Rooms.  A  resident  member  may  person- 
ally introduce  gentlemen  residing  out  of  the  city  to  the 
rooms  of  the  Club,  for  one  day,  with  such  restrictions  as 
the  House  Committee  may  provide.  A  card  of  admission 
for  the  further  term  of  one  fortnight  may  be  issued  to  such 
non-resident  visitor,  in  the  discretion  of  the  House  Com- 
mitte,  on  the  written  request  of  the  member  introducing 
him.  Forms  of  request  for  this  purpose  will  be  found  at 
the  office,  and  they  must  be  endorsed  by  a  member  of  the 
House  Committee  before  a  card  can  be  issued.  The  name 
of  each  visitor,  without  exception,  shall  be  entered  by  the 
member  introducing  him,  at  the  time  of  such  introduction, 
in  the  Visitors'  Book  to  be  kept  in  the  Reception  Room. 
The  Superintendent  is  also  required  to  keep  a  list  of  the 
names  of  visitors  to  whom  cards  for  two  weeks'  admission 
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have  been  issued.  No  visitor  can  claim  admission  to  the 
Club  unless  he  exhibit  a  card  of  admission  from  the  House 
Committee.  On  Club  nights  no  visitor  will  be  admitted, 
except  by  a  special  card  from  the  House  Committee  for 
that  evening,  which  will  be  delivered  to  the*  Doorkeeper  on 
his  entrance. 

Ladies  shall  only  be  admitted  to  the  Club  House  by 
tickets,  to  be  issued  by  the  House  Committee,  under  such 
regulations  as  they  shall  cause  to  be  printed  thereon. 

3.  No  persons  elected  shall  be  admitted  to  the  privileges 
of  the  Club  House  until  they  have  paid  both  the  Initiation 
Fee  and  Dues. 

4.  The  Superintendent  is  required  on  the  first  day  of 
each  month  to  post  on  the  Bulletin  of  the  Club  an  alpha- 
betical list  of  the  names  of  all  members  whose  dues  re- 
main unpaid. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

5.  Members  are  requested  to  make  written  complaints 
to  the  House  Committee  of  any  special  matter  seeming  to 
need  correction  in  the  administration  of  the  House,  and 
such  complaints  shall  be  promptly  considered  by  the 
House  Committee,  and  treated  as  confidential  if  so  re- 
quested. 

6.  Members  should  discharge  all  indebtedness  to  the 
Club  before  leaving  the  Club  House,  as  the  Cashier  keeps 
no  account  for  dues.  In  case  of  an  omission  to  do  this 
the  Superintendent  shall,  by  way  of  reminder,  on  each 
Monday,  put  in  a  frame,  to  be  provided  in  the  Hall  for 
that  purpose,  the  name  of  any  member  who  shall  be  in- 
debted to  the  Club,  with  a  note  of  the  amount  due  by  him, 
and  shall  notify  such  members  by  mail  of  such  posting; 
and  the  member  thus  notified  shall  liquidate  the  said 
amount  within  one  week  after  he  shall  receive  such  notice, 
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under  penalty  of  suspension  from  the  privileges  of  the 
Club,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

7.  Glass,  crockery,  or  other  property  of  the  Club,  broken 
or  injured  by  a  member,  or  by  visitors  introduced  by  a 
member,  will  be  promptly  paid  for  by  such  member,  at  the 
time,  at  the  original  cost,  to  be  determined  by  the  Cashier. 

8.  Members  wishing  to  engage  Private  Dining  Rooms 
will  make  application  to  the  Cashier,  and  such  applications 
shall  be  considered  in  their  order. 

9.  At  any  private  dinner  or  entertainment  given  in  the 
Club,  at  least  one-third  of  the  participants  shall  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Club. 

10.  The  expense  of  any  private  dinner  or  entertainment 
given  in  the  Club  shall  be  borne  exclusively  by  the 
member  or  members  giving'  such  dinner  or  entertainment. 

CLU3  LODGING-  ROOMS. 

11.  Any  member  desirous  of  engaging  a  Lodging  Room 
will  place  his  name  on  a  list  of  applications  to  be  kept  at 
the  office,  and  will  be  understood  as  assenting  to  such 
regulations  as  regards  time,  price,  and  order,  as  may  be 
made  by  the  House  Committee  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
good  management  of  this  branch  of  the  Club  House.  Per- 
manent lodgers  will  pay  weekly;  transient  lodgers  daily. 

THE  THEATRE. 

12.  '  The  Theatre,  whenever  the  same  is  not  required  for 
Club  purposes,  may  be  engaged  by  a  member  of  the  Club 
for  any  object  approved  by  the  House  Committee,  with  or 
without  the  dressing  rooms  attached  to  the  same,  for  such 
uniform  price,  payable  in  advance,  and  on  such  fixed  terms 
and  regulations  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  made  for  the 
purpose.  Applications  for  this  purpose  shall  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  Cashier,  and  shall  be  considered  in  then- 
order. 
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SERVANTS. 


13.  Servants  and  Employees  are  required  to  remain  in 
the  House  during  Club  Hours,  and  will  not  be  permitted 
to  leave  the  House  on  errands,  or  with  messages  for  mem- 
bers, except  on  Club  business,  and  then  only  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Superintendent  or  Cashier. 

14.  No  member  shall  give  any  money  or  gratuity  to  any 
servant  of  the  Club. 


15.  No  person  shall  take  from  the  Club  House  a  news- 
paper, book,  pamphlet,  or  other  article  belonging  to  the 
Club,  nor  mutilate  nor  deface  the  same. 

16.  No  game  for  a  wager  of  money  will  be  allowed  in 
the  Club  under  any  circumstance. 

17.  Smoking  will  not  be  permitted  in  the  Library  at  any 
time,  uor  in  the  Restaurant  until  after  9  o'clock  p.  m. 

18.  No  liquors  will  be  served  except  in  the  Eestaurant 
and  Dining  Rooms,  Billiard  Room,  and  Bowling  Alley. 

19.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  and 
Cashier  respectfully  to  notify  members  and  visitors  when 
any  rule  of  the  Club  House  is  violated,  and,  if  such  notifi- 
cation is  not  heeded,  to  report  the  same  to  the  House 
Committee. 

20.  The  House  Committee  will  meet  at  the  Club  House 
every  Monday  evening,  and  one  member  of  the  Committee 
will  visit  the  Club  House  every  day. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


George  Griswold, 
Frank  E.  Howe, 
D.  F.  Appleton, 


Souse 
Committee. 


Wm.  A.  Fitzhugh,  I 
Chas.  S.  Smith,  J 


December  1,  1868 


